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Nottingham General Hospital.-H.S. &pound;200.
Oldham Royal Infirmary.-Three II.S.’s. Each &pound;200.
Prince of 11’ales’s Ceazeral Hospital, Tottenham.-Hon. Surg.

Reg.
Rhondda Urban District Council.-Asst. M.O.H. &pound;600.
Royal National Orthop&aelig;dic Hospital, (.neat Portland-street.-

H.S. 9150.
Royal Naval Medical Service.-Surg. Lieuts.
St. Mary’s Hogpital, Paddington, W.-Med. Supt. &pound;350.
St. Peter’s Hospital, Henrietta-street.-Two FIon. Asst. Surgs.
Samaritan Free Hospital for Women, Marylebone-road, N.W.-

H.S. &pound;100.
Shanghai Municipal Couiteil.-Asst. Hcalth Officer. &pound;1540.
Sheffield Royal Infirmary.-H.P. and Asst. (’as. O. &pound;150.
South London Hospital foi- Women, Clapham Common.-Female

Temp. Asst. P. Also Clin. A.
South Mimms, Clare, lIall Sanatorium.-Asst. M.O. &pound;350. ’

Staffordshire General Infirmary, Stafford.-H.S. &pound;250. 
Stockport Union.-Res. Asst. M.O. &pound;275.
VentMr, Royal National Hospital for Consumption.-Asst. Res.

M.O. &pound;300.
West Malling, JJ1allin(J Union.-Dist. 1L0., &c. &pound;218.
West Riding County Council School.-Oculist. &pound;600.
Winchester, Royal Hampshire County Hospital.-H.S. &pound;150.
Worcester County and City -Ilei?tal Hospital.-Sen. Asst. M.O.

&pound;500.
York County Hospital.-H.P. &pound;130.

Births, Marriages, and Deaths.
BIRTHS.

DIXON.-On Sept. 28th. at Trong, Federated Malay States,
the wife of William John Dixon, M.B., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.,
of a son.

UPCOTT.-On Nov. 3rd, at Cheriton House, Hull, the wife of
Harold Upcott, F.lt.C.S., of a son.

VERNON.-On Nov. 12th, at Wordsworth Lodge, Shirley,
Southampton, the wife of Dr. It. J. Vernon, of a son.

MARRIAGES.
DAVIS-BLACKWELL.-On XOY. 5th, P. G. Stevenson Davis,

M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., to Amy E. Itead Blackwell, second
daughter of the late Alfred R. Read Blackwell and of Mrs.
Blackwell.

WISE-DIXON.-On Nov. 11th, C. E.Wise, M.D., M.R.C.S.,
L.R.C.P., to Phyllis D. Dixon, M.B.. B.S. Lond.

DEATHS. 
COOKE.-On Nov. 9th, at Hampden House, Town Walls,

Shrewsbury, from pneumonia, Ernest Wilfrid Cooke,
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., aged 51.

DEL&Eacute;PINE.-On Nov. 13th, at 41, Palatine-road, Withington,
Manchester, Prof. Sheridan Delepine, Director of the
Public Health Laboratory, Manchester, aged 66.

FENWICK.-On Nov. 10th, at Long Framlington, John Charles
James Fenwick, M.D., J.P., aged 76 years.

HORSLEY.-On Nov. 8th, at Poplar-walk, Croydon, Henry
Horsley, M.R.C.S., aged 83.

RoTH.-On Nov. llth (suddenly), at Villa Elise, Boulevard
d’Italie, Monte Carlo, Felix Norman Roth, F.R.C.S. and
L.R.C.P., aged 65.

N.B.-A fee of 7s. 6d. is charged for the insertion of Notices oj
Births, Marriages, and Deaths.

THE LANCET: SUBSCRIPTION RATES.

(One Year ...... ;S2 &pound;2 2 0
INLAND Six Months...... 1 1 0

Three Months...... 0 10 6

(One Year ...... &pound;2 10 0
ABROAD -Six Months ...... 1 5 0

(Three Months...... 0 12 6

Subscriptions may commence at any time, and are payable
in advance. Cheques and P.O.’s (crossed " London County
Westminster and Parr’s Bank, Covent Garden Branch ")
should be made payable to THE MANAGER, THE LANCET
Offices, 423, Strand, London, W.C. 2.

ADVERTISEMENT RATES.
Books and Publications .. 

}Official and General Announcements Four LinesTrade and Miscellaneous Advertise- and under 6s. Od.
ments 

Every additional line, ls. 6d.
Quarter Page, &pound;3. Half a Page, &pound;6. Entire Page, &pound;12.

Special Terms for Position Pages.

THE town of Halle has presented Prof. Emil
Abderhaldenwith the sum of Mk.100,000 for carrying out
scientific studies in recognition of his refusal to accept a
professorial chair at Basle.

Dr. James Bates Wilkinsou has been appointed a
Knight of Grace, and Surgeon Commander Edward Aubrey
Guy Wilkinson, R.N., an Esquire of the Order of the Hospital
of St.. John of Jerusalem in England.

Notes, Short Comments, and Answers
to Correspondents.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE

SEXUAL INSTINCT FOR ANTHROPOLOGY
AND PSYCHO-PATHOLOGY.

BY IAN D. SUTTIE, M.B., B.CH.GLASG.

IT is still objected that Freud attaches undue importance
to the sex instinct in his aetiologies and theories of " culture."
A mere conflict of observation on this point would resolve
itself in time, but since disagreement extends to the very
method of study, it seems worth while to seek a point of
view independent of either position. These considerations,
therefore, though a priori, have the advantage of impartiality,
and do not involve the imputation of motive to either of
the disputing parties. As regards astiology. the charge of
exaggerating the pathogenic potentiality of sex seems to
me to imply also that of ignoring the significance of other
motives, such, for example, as fear. I find no basis for this
charge ; as Freud’s psycho-pathology allots to fear the
dominant r6le. This does not seem to be generally realised.
even by Freud in defending himself, but it is so. Fear (of
punishment, reproach, &c.) is at the root of every repression,
an essential factor in the endopsychic censor, and of greater
power than the material it ejects. Indeed, from an altered
point of view-a standpoint intellectually, if not ethically,
truer-it is possible to regard the censor as the disease, and
fear, disgust, &c., as the pathological reactions. Psycho-
analysis may, then, have misconstrued the signficance of sex,
but it certainly has not ignored the self-preservative motives.

"Instinct of Self-Preservation" Strictly a Misnonzen.
It is apt to be forgotten that sex is by far the most powerful

single instinct, and this oversight is, perhaps, partially due
to the misapplication of the term, ’’ the instinct of self-
preservation," which is frequently taken to mean an instinct
in the strict sense, as, for example, the sexual instinct. It
is obvious that there is no such thing as an instinct of self-

preservation-that the term applies only to a biological
category of behaviour, a descriptive abstraction, and not to
any organised psycho-physical disposition capable of exerting
all the energy of its many powerful components as one

unified motive. On the contrary, the manifold interests and
activities, which happen to subserve at certain times and
in certain circumstances the general purpose of the preser-
vation of the organism, have nothing in common beyond
this ultimate result. For example, the defensive emotions
fear, anger, and disgust are as essential to life as the
nutritional impulses, yet are independent of and even

incompatible with them.
Even McDougal apparently lends support to the fallacious

method of classifying behaviour according to the biological
function it seems to fulfil, and then seeking to substantiate
that classification in the psychic and physiological spheres-
to discover psychological mechanisms corresponding to these
utilities. Simple impulses, appetites, and the reflexes are
activities probably equally definite subjectively and objec-
tively-as conduct and as psycho-physical dispositions-
but that is because we have no chance of making an abstract
and irrelevant (teleological) classification. There is no
a priori reason for supposing the emotion of disgust, and its
physical basis, for example, to be more closely associated
with other defensive reactions than with the sex impulses
which protect the race.

. 
The Sex Instinct.

The sex instinct is itself complex, but relatively syn-
thetised, and should be compared only with equally organised
impulses. If this is done it will be found : (1) That it is an
appetite, therefore, to some extent, independent of external
stimulation, and at the same time positive, not avertive ;
(2) that it is late in appearing and later still in attaining
fixation by function, being unique in its period of non-
functional activity ; and (3) that, unlike the vital activities
which must be efficiently performed from birth (on penalty
of extinction) the sex instinct seems dependent more on
mind and less on automatic impulse, and to undergo a long
and, elaborate psychogenesis rendered possible by this
circumstance. It is obvious that the impulses of vital
functions can never be diverted from their goal (perverted
or sublimated-the difference is one of value) while natural
selection might permit the development of a considerable
uncertainty in the sexual, or other spheres of activity,
unessential to individual existence. (4) It appears to me to
be true that of all powerful instincts the sexual is most
extensively applied in play. Perhaps it may owe most to a
development under this exercise (as Groos supposes other


